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KCRCC RATING AND VETTING QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Do you have experience as an elected official and if so, what was your position, and 
how would you describe your voting record? 
 
I am currently serving my first term as supervisor of this conservation district. This is the 
only position I have been elected to. 
 

2. Please tell us about your activity as a Republican. Have you previously voted for 
candidates of other parties? If yes, explain. 
 
I am registered as an unaffiliated voter. I have voted for candidates of several parties. I 
have never voted a straight party ticket. I investigate the positions of the candidates on 
each ballot, and vote according to that candidate’s qualifications, credibility, integrity, 
goals, and ambitions.  
 

3. What is the purpose of government? 
 
That’s quite the broad question. Scholars have debated that question for millennia. We 
can look at the preamble to the U.S. Constitution, where it states “…in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, ensure domestic Tranquility, provide for common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity.” I can agree with that, but we need to narrow the scope of how it 
applies to a conservation district supervisor. I recommend we all refer to Idaho Code 
Title 22 Chapter 27-2722, which delineates the powers of supervisors. That section has 
been amended several times over the years, but it was well-planned when the State of 
Idaho first began creating conservation districts in 1939. Idaho’s resources are better for 
it. 
 

4. Describe why you are running for this particular office. What are your qualifications? 
What are your goals? 
 
I have a huge investment in this Conservation District. I have been an outdoorsman all 
my life, an avid hunter and fisherman, and have spent countless hours hiking, boating, 
skiing, watching birds, and more. I have a B.S. in Environmental Science I received at 
University of Idaho, with special emphasis in population ecology and riparian ecology. 
After working for about 20 years in agriculture, I took a job with Kootenai-Shoshone 
SWCD first as a technician/analyst and as an administrator for the District from 2001-



2018. I take pride in the accomplishments we accomplished, much of which I had an 
important part in the planning and implementation. We led an effort in the Lake Creek 
watershed, where sediment runoff fouled Lake Creek such that Cutthroat trout were 
extirpated from Lake Creek and its tributaries. After more than a decade of assisting 
landowners install sediment-reduction practices, the Cutthroats returned and have 
resumed spawning in the upper watershed. We led a similar effort in Mica Creek, 
where, according to life-long local residents, Kokanee salmon had been absent for some 
30 years. After we stabilized the eroding banks so the water flowed clear and clean 
again, the Kokanee returned.  
 
These are just two examples of the type of activities that I have been instrumental in 
accomplishing during my tenure with this District. When I retired in 2018, I thought it 
would be helpful to serve as a volunteer on the board of supervisors, as I was the one 
person with the greatest institutional knowledge. I have tried to share, to the greatest 
extent possible, the benefits of my education and experience. I would like to help train a 
new generation of conservationists to replace me. 
 

5. Describe experiences where you are or have been engaged such as non-profit 
organizations, clubs, churches, boards, commissions, etc., where you have been of 
service to others. 

 I currently serve as Division 1 director for the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation 
 Districts (IASCD). Division 1 encompasses the four northern Districts (Boundary, Bonner, 
 Kootenai-Shoshone, and Benewah). I was elected to the directorship by my fellow 
 supervisors in Division 1. 

6. Do you describe yourself as fiscally conservative? Please elaborate. 
 
Absolutely. This conservation district is a low-budget operation. Conservation districts in 
Idaho are defined by statute as sub-sets of state government. Two important parts of 
that definition are (1) the state government funds only a fraction of the cost to operate 
the district, whereby the district must produce tangible conservation projects in order 
to earn enough money to fund itself, and (2) supervisors are responsible to the 
taxpayers, landowners, and funding sources to deliver quality conservation results.  
 

7. Do you consider yourself as socially conservative? Please elaborate.  
 
I always thought I was, just because of the lifestyle I lived. I worked in farming and as a 
farm machinery mechanic when I was younger. I have hunted and trapped since I was 9 
years old, and drove stock cars for a good many years. Those are generally the hallmarks 
of “conservative” folks. I will say, however, that I refuse to engage with the panic of 
current social issues. I have gotten along quite well for 70 years without arguing and 



fighting about things that are out of my control. I have worked for several decades now 
as a scientist, remaining narrowly focused on what I can do to make the world, and my 
local community, a better place. 
 

8. Describe which party platform best aligns with your positions on public policy 
(Republican, Democrat, Libertarian or Constitutional Party) and where do you disagree 
with that platform.  
 
I’m not sure that I would align with any of the party platforms. They all have positives 
and negatives, parts that I agree and disagree with. I just really don’t want to participate 
in the party system. I have always been extremely independent and keep my personal 
opinions to myself. My only concern with my position on the conservation district board 
is how to continue to protect water quality, soil and forest health, wildlife and habitat, 
and those types of issues.  
 

9. Do you have any history of tax liens, criminal record, bankruptcy or conflict of interest 
that may affect your future decisions or desirability to be voted into office?  
 
None of those.  
 

10. Describe how you will make yourself available to your constituents and vote as their 
representative with FORTITUDE, adhering to the values and answers you have stated 
above.  
 
I am always available to my constituents, and prefer to be reached first by email at 
ksswcdrf@yahoo.com. I have no problem representing constituents with fortitude, as I 
am just too old to be intimidated, I firmly believe in the mission of conserving natural 
resources for current and future generations, and I don’t take bribes. I don’t lie, cheat or 
steal. I consider myself a public servant, which I take literally. 
 


