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Gearing up levy disinformation
I first began to pay 

close attention to the 
Post Falls School District 
in 1995. Overcrowding 
in the elementary 
schools led the district 
to propose moving the 
kindergarten students 
to the old Frederick 
Post building. Half of 
the building served as 
the alternative high 
school — New Vision. 
The kindergarten would 
occupy the other half. At 
that time, I had a 4-year- 
old and a 2-year-old. You 
could say I was very 
interested.

By 1997, overcrowding 
at the middle school 
resulted in middle school 
students being double 
shifted. The current 
Mullan Trail Elementary 
School was the middle 
school at that time. 
During this period of 
time, the district had 
experienced several 
bond failures. Finally, 
in 1998, that changed.

The district 
passed a 
bond to 
build a new 
high school.

From 
that point 
on, bonds 
and levies 
received 
a massive 
amount of 
support, 
typically 
passing 
with a 74% “yes” vote.
In response to growth, 
the district built River 
City Middle School,
West Ridge Elementary, 
Greensferry Elementary 
and Treaty Rock 
Elementary — all with 
voter approval.

The failure of the levy 
in March was a very 
narrow but stunning 
defeat. The amount of 
disinformation about 
the levy and the efforts 
of the Kootenai County 
Republican Central

Committee to share that 
disinformation resulted 
in the defeat. I would 
like to address the 
statements made about 
our district.

In 1999, I was 
appointed to the Post 
Fall School Board. I have 
served in that position 
for more than 20 years. I 
can speak on these topics 
with a certain authority.

One piece of 
disinformation was the 
levy would increase 
taxes. That is simply 
not true. The levy 
amount requested was 
the same as two years 
ago. The vast majority 
of property owners will 
see a decrease in the 
amount they are paying 
for the levy. Why? Take 
a drive around town and 
out on the prairie. New 
houses and apartment 
buildings are popping up 
everywhere. More people 
means the cost of the 
levy is spread out among

our growing population, 
and everyone pays less.

The KCRCC raised 
questions about 
our curriculum. All 
our curriculum is 
approved by the Board. 
Community members are 
free to ask to examine 
our textbooks. We 
actually have a member 
of the KCRCC on our 
board.

We have been accused 
of having excessive 
administrative costs. 
Again, that is not true. 
Our salaries for top 
administrators tend to 
run a bit below average. 
In addition, our district 
office is a very lean, well- 
run machine. We have 
fewer top administrators 
than most districts our 
size.

It has been said we 
ought to “live within our 
means.” The fact is the 
state no longer provides 
the type of funding it 
did in the past. In 2006,

then-Gov. Risch moved 
school funding from 
property taxes to sales 
taxes. He increased the 
sales tax by a penny to 
cover this. Arguments 
against this included the 
fact that sales tax is less 
stable than property tax 
and this could result in a 
shortfall.

Then came the Great 
Recession and a huge 
decrease in sales tax 
revenues. Funding to 
school districts dropped.
I remember very solemn 
school board meetings 
where we talked about 
what we were going to 
cut. It was at this time 
school districts across 
the state turned to their 
communities and asked 
for help. Supplemental 
levies pay for essential 
services that the state no 
longer provides.

It has been suggested 
the Post Falls School 
District is failing its 
students. The average

graduation rate in 
Idaho is 79%. Post 
Falls High School’s 
graduation rate is 92.5%. 
Ninety-five percent 
of Post Falls KTEC 
students leave with an 
industry certification. 
Approximately $300,000 
of levy money goes to 
KTEC. If the levy fails, 
we will have to forgo 
our payment to KTEC 
or draw the money from 
other programs.

My husband and 
I have lived here for 
more than 30 years.
Both our sons attended 
Post Falls schools 
from kindergarten 
through graduation. The 
community we know 
supports the children 
and schools of Post Falls. 
We urge that community 
to step up and vote “Yes” 
on May 18.

Michelle Lippert is a 
member of the Post Falls 
School Board.
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MCFARLAND:
Support from 
ex-CEO

With your vote, 
please help elect Dr. 
Robert McFarland to 
the Kootenai Hospital 
District Board of 
Trustees.

When I was the 
Kootenai Medical 
Center’s CEO for 30 
years, I came to know 
Bob as an excellent 
physician, a leader 
among his peers and 
someone so ethical and 
articulate that he would 
be a valued member of 
any board. It is very 
significant when your 
peers, who know you 
best, elect you to a 
leadership position.
Bob was elected by the 
hospital physicians 
as their Chief of Staff 
and by the physicians 
of Idaho to be the

President of the Idaho 
Medical Association 
and President of the 
Idaho Academy of 
Family Physicians.

I know Bob will be 
an incredible board 
member and serve 
the patients and the 
entire community in 
that role. He has great 
values, character and 
experience serving 
on various boards.
He has demonstrated 
that he is an objective 
problem solver. He also 
understands the unique, 
complex financial 
requirements of health 
care organizations.

Bob is a critical 
thinker who will 
prepare and ask 
penetrating questions 
at board meetings and 
help guide Kootenai 
Health during these 
challenging times.
Please elect Bob 
McFarland to the 
Kootenai Hospital 
District Board of 
Trustees.

JOE MORRIS 
Coeur d’Alene

NIC: Professor 
stands tall

Professor, as a 
U.S. Congressional 
whistleblower for 
the Subcommittee 
on Oversight and 
Investigations, 
keep doing what is 
honorable. It is easy 
to doubt yourself.
After studying The 
Press article and NIC’s 
policies, I am convinced 
you are genuine. I’ve 
spent 20 hours studying 
NIC’s policies. If 
anything, you followed 
the NIC policies 
implicitly.

NIC is apparently 
in disarray. You saved 
the life of a young lady 
considering suicide. 
Hold your head high 
Professor. Don’t 
question your motives 
or being called evil.
You are the antithesis 
of evil. If I were the 
parent involved, I’d be 
on my knees thanking 
God, and you, for the 
safety of my child. And, 
even protecting their 
life!

Your courage is 
commendable and rare. 
Never refrain from 
speaking the TRUTH! 
Pat Whitcomb fell 
victim to the same 
fate. He attempted to 
right obvious wrongs. 
He advocated for

those who were not 
able to advocate for 
themselves. Thank you 
Professor, for your 
commitment to truth.

You are not alone 
in this battle! Your 
anxiety has been shared 
by numerous truth- 
seeking individuals.

JAMES SIMPKIN 
Coeur d’Alene

LIBRARY:
Suggestion 
to voters

Libraries have always 
remained a place of 
learning, growth, and 
neutrality, including 
political neutrality. 
Voting for the board of 
trustee members simply 
because of their political 
leanings, or whether 
or not they’ve been 
vetted by a political 
party, undermines the 
foundational purpose of 
what a library is.

To find a place that 
treats you the same 
as everyone else, no 
matter your race, sexual 
orientation, political 
leanings, or anything 
else has become a 
depressing rarity. As a 
public librarian, I am 
proud to help stand as 
one of the last bulwarks 
against censorship, 
cancel culture, left vs. 
right, etc.

However, as it 
appears the KCRCC is 
concerned about what 
materials children 
have, I should make 
it abundantly clear 
that parents have the 
first, last, and only 
say in that matter. We 
always defer to what 
the parents want their 
children to read, watch, 
experience. It is their 
right after all, and no 
one else’s.

When you vote on 
May 18 for the Library 
Board Trustees, I 
hope you vote for the 
candidate you feel 
would do the best 
job, not their political 
leanings.

CELENE THOMAS 
Athol

INFLATION:
Ouch! It’s real

The government 
reports inflation is low 
and not a problem — 
hmmm. I wonder what 
rock they’re living 
under and just where 
they’re getting their 
goods and services?

It appears to me they 
based their inflation 
statistics on things 
that perhaps I don’t 
purchase. Lets explore
— gas up around 16 
bucks a tank (Thanks 
Joe!) — to go with eight 
years of unaffordable 
payments for an 
automobile.

Groceries — check 
out the fresh fruit 
and vegetables or the 
meat department — 
it’s enough to lose 
your appetite! Most 
everything we use 
regularly or is healthy 
for us is skyrocketing
— nothing ever goes 
down — well, maybe 
spinach or broccoli.

Have you hired an 
attorney lately? Enough 
said. How about a set 
of new tires? Gasp, I’m 
still trying to catch my 
breath on that one.

Or a hamburger? Ten 
dollars and up on many 
menus — better leave 
the kids at home with a 
rice cake.

Netflix pocketed a 
few billion more on 
their recent raise, 
probably necessary 
because of COVID? 
There should be a law 
limiting how many 
times Dish can re-run 
“The Shooter.”

Cellphones? Up, up it 
goes, where it will stop, 
nobody knows. Hearing 
aids? You don’t want to 
hear what I have to say 
about those.

Haircuts? Why 
don’t they charge 
in proportion to the 
amount of hair you 
have? Rent increases 
will make your head 
spin and your wallet flat.

Bought a house 
lately? You won’t be 
reading this if you have 
because you will most 
likely be on your way 
to your second or third 
job!

And utilities? Who 
can go without lights, 
garbage pickup and 
water to flush your 
toilet — not me! Low 
inflation? Hmmm! Did I 
mention greeting cards?

MARVIN GEORGE 
MILLER 

Coeur d’Alene

PRIORITIES:
Don’t add up

You just have to 
love Post Falls and 
the priorities of city 
government. An older 
woman tries to sell 
some crafts out of 
a shed at her home 
(Coeur d’Alene Press 
article of May 5) and 
the police show up.
It seems this is not 
compatible with the 
neighborhood and must 
be approved by the city 
zoning administrator.

A developer needs 
zoning waived and it’s 
no problem. This is 
from a Coeur d’Alene 
Press article “Rubber 
Stamp of Approval” in 
reference to the recent 
approval by planning 
and zoning of the North 
Shore Development: 
“The projects proposed 
density is 4.7 units per 
acre, which falls below 
the city’s threshold of

five. For reference, a 
typical development 
sees about 3.8 units per 
acre.. .Neighborhoods 
surrounding the 
proposed development 
range from 1.3 homes 
per acre to upward of 
2.8 units per acre...”

“We have to give 
(the applicant) a path 
toward approval. That 
is a requirement by 
code.” Isn’t that the 
responsibility of people 
on the payroll of the 
developer? Thank God 
the city of Post Falls 
is concerned about an 
older woman and her 
shed, all on her own 
property. I for one am 
encouraged that Post 
Falls city government is 
finally getting a handle 
on the growth in our 
area. Welcome to Post 
Falls, California.

JIM COOK 
Post Falls

MCFARLAND:
Honest and 
excellent

Please vote in 
the upcoming May 
election for Robert 
McFarland, MD, for 
Kootenai Hospital 
District Trustee. I 
worked side by side 
with Dr. McFarland 
for almost 30 years 
at Family Medicine 
CDA. His broad and 
expert knowledge of 
medicine and empathy 
for his patients was on 
constant display.

This was recognized 
by the Idaho Academy 
of Family Physicians 
when he was elected 
Idaho Family Physician 
of the Year in 2016. As 
a fourth generation 
native of North Idaho, 
his commitment to 
this community is 
unquestioned as a 
longtime Rotarian and 
current Trustee for 
the Kootenai Health 
Foundation. Bob knows 
and loves North Idaho. 
His leadership skills 
have been repeatedly 
demonstrated as 
founder of our first 
local charter school, 
Chief of Staff at 
Kootenai Health, 
President of the Idaho 
Medical Association or 
President of the Idaho 
Academy of Family 
Physicians.

But perhaps more 
importantly, Bob has 
always shown himself 
to be one of the most 
honest men I have ever 
met. His knowledge 
of medicine, love 
of this community 
and integrity are a 
combination that makes 
Robert McFarland, MD, 
an excellent choice 
for our local hospital 
trustee on May 18.

NEIL L. NEMEC, M.D.
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